St Joseph

Until 1861, the railroad and

the telegraph ended here. 

The first Pony Express rider 

left from town on the 3:rd 

of April in 1860.

Seneca was the first home

station, 110 kilometres 

from St Joseph.

Fort Kearny was one of the several

forts in the West. Riders as well as 

pioneers rested here.

Julesburg, a town named after the station boss Jules Reni, 

who was fired because of cooperation with stagecoach robbers. 

But Reni refused to leave the station. Then murderers, hired by the company, tied him to a pole and filled his vital organs with lead. His ears were cut off; one was nailed to the pole and the other one was taken by one of the murderers, who tanned it and then used it as a 

clock pocket on his waistcoat.

Fort Laramie was a military fort, a fur trade

center and a rest place for emigrants. The 

riders of the Pony Express changed horses here.

Rocky Mountains was the worst obstacle on 

the way to Sacramento. The mountain chain 

is almost 3000 kilometres long and nearly 

4500 metres high. The track went through 

narrow passes, where snowstorms occurred 

all the year around.

Platte Valley is an enormous tableland, 

stretching 650 kilometres towards the 

Rocky Mountains. The riders had to share 

the track together with thousands of 

emigrants on their way westwards.   

Wyoming’s South Pass

In the 1860’s this was the only negotiable 

pass through this part of the Rocky Mountains,

so the emigrants had to take this route as well.  

Utah

The driest state of the U.S.A. with endless 

salt and sand deserts.

Salt Lake City is the capital of Utah and the 

religious center of the Mormons since 1849. 

The city is named by the nearby lake, which

contains more than 6000 metric tons of salt.

Ruby Valley

At this place, Indians attacked the fourteen 

years old rider Billy Tate. He was found 

pierced by arrows, but seven dead Indians 

laid around him.

The backwoods of Nevada

The route went along desert-like valleys and 

mountain chains with pine forests. This was a 

windswept and desolated territory, where the

worst Indian attacks took place.

In the year of 1860, nearly 5 000 000 white Americans lived in the new land west of the Rocky Mountains. Most of them had settled in California and Oregon, where you could find a lot of vacant land and chance to find gold. But the West Coast families were also longing for contact with their relatives in the east. The problem was that the postal service was very unreliable and slow. Letters and packets could be on their way for three to six weeks from New York. The mail was transported either by boat via Panama or by stagecoach via St Louis. 

Then the transport tycoon William H Russel presented an idea of a ten days mail service. A long chain of riders would bring the mail from St Joseph, Missouri, where the railroads and the telegraph ended, to Sacramento in California. In Sacramento the mail was going to be transported by paddle steamers down to San Francisco. It was a very long distance, almost 3 000 kilometres, so Russel and his financiers were not sure about the profit of the project. But when William M Gwin, senator from California, gave them a contract of all state mail, they started immediately. After only two months they had established 157 horse-chancing stations, bought 400 horses, employed more than 80 young riders plus station managers, horse keepers and supervisors.  The horses were small, strong mustangs.

The company preferably employed young boys without parents in the ages of fourteen to eighteen years. The boys should be ready to “risk dead daily” and not so particular about the working conditions. And the boys in deed got a hard time. Two months after the start of the Pony Express, an Indian war started in Nevada and Utah. Along 500 kilometres of the route, nearly every second station got fired at and seventeen employees were killed.

The Pony Express lasted for about eighteen months. The company had fought the technological advances already from the beginning: railroads and telegraph lines were built westwards very quickly, almost exactly the same way as the riders used. A week after the first telegraph message, the Pony Express kicked the bucket. William H Russel and his companions had created a legend – and a financial fiasco. They lost about 2 000 000 dollars, quite a lot of money in 1861.

              Wordlist

apply = ansöka

fur = päls

lead = bly

negotiable = farbar

obstacle = hinder

occur = förekomma

orphan = föräldralös

paddle steamer = hjulångare

skinny = mager

stagecoach = diligens

tableland = högslätt

tan = garva

tycoon = pamp

windswept = vindpinad 

wiry = senig

Sacramento

From here, the mail was transported 

by paddle steamers to San Francisco.

San Francisco was the most important 

city on the West Coast at this time. When 

the first Pony Express rider arrived, the 

Californians felt that they were in touch

with the rest of the country at last.

WANTED

YOUNG SKINNY WIRY FELLOWS

not over eighteen. Must be expert

riders willing to risk death daily.

Orphans preferred. WAGES $25 per

week. Apply, Central Overland Ex-

press, Alta Bldg., Montgomery St.
Seneca was the first home

station, 110 kilometres from St Joseph.

Lake Tahoe

“Tahoe” is the natives’ word for “lake”. 

This beautiful lake is situated nearly 

two kilometres above sea level.

As a teenager, William F Cody was a rider in the Pony Express. He got a reputation of being a brave buffalo hunter. Later on, he changed his name to “Buffalo Bill” and started a Wild West Circus. He had a Pony Express number on his repertoire for 30 years.

